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A 
small compact lot , in an ot herwi se large over 

scaled I 980' s neighborhood , is th e setting for 

tb1s sit e at th e end of deaq end street th at over­

look s an ov_ergrown abandon ed railway track 

The existin g 400 squar e foot sto ne structur e is th e last 

remainin g cabin bu ilt as a retreat for th e emp loyees of Gen­

eral E lectri c in the 19 30's . 

The pro gram was an acknowle dgment of simp licity, low sit e 

impact and a "g reen" fDcus. 

The existi ng l~t was not large enough for a septi c design for 

a 3-b edroom hou se. T here was a sliver of land , 500 squar e 

feet , which was don ated ro the Archdiocese of Brid geport. 

The Archdiocese was appro ached and th ey agr eed to sell the 

500 square feet. Th ere is also a "pap er " road along that 

cont inu es from th e street owned by th e Town. It became a 

permanent 3 5" vegetat ion screen along that side of the site. 

Given the non -co nform ing site, aft er the set back s were 

placed there was an area of 2 5' that could be built on. (see 

existin g site plan) The site had a large area th at was ledg e. 

The parti was to create an inn er court yard, sh ielded from 

the neighborin g structure. Th e site is a ro lling terrain of 

rock outcroppings. T he new stru ctur e with the exist ing 

created a "U " shape sp ace chat was focu sed cowards che cliff 
over th e form er ra ilway. 

The center structure was lifted up off the ledge outcrop­

ping to avoid blasting and ther efo re crea tin g a "bridge" 

from the existing str uctur e to th e sleeping qu arters. T his 

also created t he "wa ll" separat ing the pedest rians from t he 

automob iles. 

The int er ior has a sco red concr ete flo or with radiant heat ­

ing . The floor also provides a th erm al mass for coll ecting 

the sun light heat. Bio-ba sed plywood was spec ified for che 

walls and ceilings. 

An important goal was to mm imize any impact on th e site 

and use produ cts chat were local. Th e hori zo ntal sidin g 

is mill ed from salvaged beams . The slats pro vide th e rain 

screen for th e structure as well as shieldin g in front of some 

window s for privacy from t he neighbor s but allowed natural 

light throu gh. 
Ther e are ret ractabl e door s on th e first floor to allow th e 
outdo or "roo ms" to be comb ined with che interior rooms. 

T he live roof will be part ially watered using th e grey water 
from th e residenc e 
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@ EXISTING LEDGE @ EXISTING SEPTIC AREA @ ADJACENT UNUSED 
PROPERTY OWNED @ ALLOWED BUILDABLE AREA @ EXISTING RESIDENCE 

@ EXISTING LEDGE @ PROPOSED SEPTIC AREA 

@ ALLOWED BUILDABLE AREA @ EXISTING RESIDENCE 
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